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(Sakuntala Its inner meaning) 

"Would'st tbou the young year's blossoms 

and the fruits of its decline, 

And all by which the soul is charmed, 

Enraptured, feasted, fed, 

Would'st thow the Earth and Heaven itself 

In one sole name combine ? 

I name thee, Sakuntala 1 and all at 

Once is said, (Goethe) 




* *Goethe' the master poet of Europe, has summed up his criti- 
cism of Sakuntala in a single quatrain ; he has not taken the poem 
to pieces. This seems to be a small thing like the flame of a candle, 
but it lights up the whole drama in an Instant, and reveals its inner 
nature. 

In Goethe's words, Sakuntala blends together the young years 
blossoms and the fruits of maturity ; it combines heaven and earth 
in one. 

We are apt to pass over this eulogy lightly as a mere 
poetical out burst. We are apt to consider that it only means ft 



Contd 

effect that Goethe regarded Sakuntala as fine poetry. But it is not 
really so. His stanza breathes not the exaggeration or rapture 
but the deliberate judgment of a true critic. There is a specia^ 
point in his words. Goethe says expressly that Sakuntala contains 
the history of a development the development of flower into 
fruit, of earth into heaven, of matter into spirit. 

In^truth there are two unions in Sakuntala and the raolif of 
the play is the progress from the earlier union, of the first Act, with 
its earthly unstable beauty and romance, to the higher union in 
the heavenly hermitage of eternal bliss described in the last Act. 

This drama was meant not for dealing wiih a paricular passion* 
not for developing a particular character, but for transiting 
the whole subject from one world to another-to elevate love from 
the sphere of physical beauty to the eternal heaven of moral beauty . 

** la the first Act the poet has not concealed the gross 

earthliness of the fall of Sakuntala; he has clearly shown, in the 
conduct of the hero and heroine alike, howmuch desire contributed 
to that fall. He has fully painted ail the blandishments, playfulness 
and fluttering of the intoxicating sense of youth, the struggle 
bctwenn deep bashfulness and strong self expression. 

This is a proof of ths simplicity of Sikuatala. Dushyantas 
conquest of Sakuntala has been very naturally drawn. With equal 
ease has the poet shown the deeper purity of her character in spite 
of her falUher unimpaired innate chastity. This is other proof of 
her simplicity. 

The flower cf the forest needs no servant to brush the dust 
off her petals. She stands hire, dust settles on her, but in spite 
of it, she easily retains her own beautiful cleanliness. Dust did 
settle on Sakuntacz. But she was not even couscions of it like 
Ihe simple wild deer; like the mountain spring, she stood forth 
qure in spite of mud. 
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"Bold lover, never, never canst thou kiss 
Thovlgh winraing near the goal yet, do not grvieve. 
She cannot fade, though thou hast not thy bliss. For 
ever wilt thou love, and she be fair/' 
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The poet has shown here, as in Kumarasam- 
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moral law is eternal, that the calm, controlled, and 
beneficent form of love is its best form, that beauty 
is truly charming under restraint and decays quickly 
when it gets wild and unfettered. 

He teaches us that the love of man and woman 
s not beautiful, not lasting, not fruitful, so long as 
it is self- centred, so long as it does not beget good- 
ness, so long as it does not diffuse itself into society 
over son and daughter, guests and neighbours, 

The beauty that he adores is lit up by grace, 
modesty, and goodness, in its intensity; iifis true to 
one forever ; in its range it embraces the whole 
Universe; it is fulfilled by renunciation, gratified by 
sorrow, and rendered eternal by religion. In tite 
midst of thh beauty, the impetuous -unruly love of 
man. and woman has restrained itself and attained 
to a profound peace, like a wild torrept , merged in 
the ocean of goodness. Therefore such love is higher 
and more wonderful than wild and untrained 
passion. 
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